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Correspondence to: Dr T D Dye. Accepted for publication March 1994 The concepts of socioeconomic status (SES) Results: As shown in the table, seven households were considered high SES, eight were considered low SES, and the remaining eight households represented middle SES. The prevalence of childhood diarrhoea in the previous three months was highest among children in the high SES group (OR= 3-6), followed by children in the middle SES group (OR= 1-8), and finally by children in the low SES group (OR = -0). Furthermore, boys were more likely to have had diarrhoea during the prior three months than were girls (54-3% and 32-7%, respectively).
Discussion: The prevalence of childhood diarrhoea in this Kashmiri village was highest among children in the "wealthiest" households. This finding is partially explained by the construct of the SES index itself: children, particularly boys, in high SES households were exposed to more animals and therefore to more parasites which cause diarrhoea. Furthermore, as the typical Kashmiri house is a three storey dwelling with the animals housed on the first floor, children in high SES families (or, families with a greater number of animal resources) are at highest risk of diarrhoea. Kashmiri boys, who are responsible for much of the animal care, are at highest risk for diarrhoea in this village. The prevalence of childhood diarrhoea in this area, therefore, was associated with greater animal exposure and therefore with greater control of economic resources. We con- 
